Orthopedic trauma: a family practice perspective.
It is well documented that residency-trained family physicians can effectively manage the majority of nonsurgical acute orthopedic injuries with a relatively small rate of consultation. The frequency of both fracture location and orthopedic review in our series are remarkably similar to the study from NRMC Charleston reported in 1981. Our program, however, is unique because of the comprehensive management, 3-year continuous training, and multidimensional educational experience. A critical element to the program is the excellent working relationship shared by the family practice and orthopedic departments. A clinic similar to the Davis Grant USAF Medical Center cast clinic could be implemented easily and would better train the family practice resident to manage nonsurgical orthopedic trauma.